Why Students Should Write Essays in School


An example of a 5 Paragraph Essay

By Mr. Elliott

Are you one of those students that believe that if there is no immediate, real world use for a skill that there is no need for you to need to learn it in school. You are not alone. Many students in school do not see the value in learning to write a formal essay. In truth, the skill of essay writing is a valuable asset for any individual to learn (Thesis Statement) because it teaches them many skills that they are able to use in later life to make them more successful. The skills that are practiced in writing an effective essay are also those that will help a person to become more organized, allow them to think more logically about things, and encourage them to be aware of and; hopefully, more accepting of the different opinions and viewpoints of others.

Writing a formal essay helps to develop a sense of organization (Topic Sentence) in a student’s head as they will need to have an organized format to follow if they want their essay to flow well and to make sense to the reader of the essay.  There are many successful formulas that you may follow when creating a believable and convincing essay. You must start with a strong introduction which will give the reader not only the topic that you are writing about, but also outline some of the arguments that you are planning to make to support your thesis statement.  Also, the essay must follow a logical progression so that it does not jump around or seem choppy to the reader. (Transition Sentence)
Being able to think logically and to get your thoughts not only in order but to be able to back them up with solid, unarguable examples is another very valuable skill in life. (Topic Sentence)  One of the main aspects of logic is that of deductive reasoning whereby you are able to make solid conclusions based on facts. For example, if I were to say that all apples are fruit and that all fruits grow on trees, I could correctly make the conclusion that all apples grow on trees. That is strong deductive logic. It is logical. On the other hand, if I were to say that all tangerines are orange in colour, and that all tangerines are fruit, I could not logically make the correct conclusion that all fruit are orange in colour. In life, the same principles apply. If you are to make judgments about things in your life, they will need to be based on sound logic. This will also allow you to be more accepting about the differences in people of all walks of life. (Transition Sentence)

One of the greatest traits that a good writer possesses that transfers to everyday life is being able to see two sides to every stance and to be able to empathize with two sides at once. (Topic Sentence) This is one of the best traits that any person can have is not only being able to see different aspects or approaches to problems but in being able to accept that there is usually validity in sometimes having two seemingly opposite answers to the same question and that opinions that are not your own also have validity. In this way, they are more accepting of people in general and would be less likely to stereotype people for being different than they are and would be more accepting of their fellow people in general; and what better trait could any person have, really?
(Concluding Paragraph) It is obvious that essay writing plays an important role in honing the skills and qualities of a writer that are also the qualities that make a person a better person overall. If everyone in the world were more organized in thought, logic, and more accepting of others, we may not be facing the dismal future that we seem to be facing in the global sense.  Caring for others and for yourself is one step towards a better world. It is not hard to see how these qualities might begin to be fostered in young students as they organize their thoughts by creating written essays in school. Those same essays that many students may not see the value in are actually integral in developing a better individual; a better citizen; a better world.
